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whatever the consequence might be to himself. The
Lieutenants, actuated by the same mistaken spirit, gave
similar answers to the Captain. Mr. Grey, although knowing
the general opinion held respecting the ship, and who was
himself an admirable seaman, having commanded the
Phcenix and Rose East Indiamen several voyages, yet he
too ventured to go in her, taking his wife, a beautiful young
woman, to whom he had been but a short time married,
with him. The event justified what the captain and
officers thought of her condition. On the voyage home she
foundered, and every soul on board perished. Thus were
near seven hundred lives sacrificed to the inflexible obsti-
nacy of an individual.

The great change in the healthiness of Prince of Wales's
Island created general surprize, and various conjectures were
made as to the cause of it, one of which was that the chief
spring that supplied the inhabitants with drinking water
had been suddenly impregnated with a noxious and poison-
ous vegetable over which the stream ran in the way from
its source, but this idea never was satisfactorily established.

We ran through part of the Straits of Malacca with
delightful weather and smooth water, in company with the
Triton, for whom however we had daily been obliged to
shorten sail several hours, until we reached the Dutch
settlement of Malacca, where the two commanders agreed
to stop and fill their water casks, having left Madras rather
short supplied with that requisite article owing to the surf
being high several days previous to our leaving it. We
accordingly came to an anchor and immediately went on
shore to a neat, pretty looking town, in which we fixed
our abode at a tavern close to the sea, the room in which
we sat commanding a view of the Roads and shipping.
Captain Elphinstone joined our party, who, being a most
gentlemanlike and pleasing man, proved a great acquisition.
We likewise had his first officer, Mr. Parsloe, with us, a
coxcomb of the superlative degree, who afforded us consider-
able entertainment from an extraordinary propensity to the
marvellous, or, in plain terms, lying. Our table fare was